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Title VI Notice

RTC operates its programs without regard to race, color, and national origin in accordance with
applicable laws, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and related statutes. To
request additional information on RTC’s Title VI nondiscrimination requirements, or if any
person believes they have been aggrieved by an unlawful discriminatory practice under Title VI
or other applicable law and would like to file a complaint, contact us at 564.397.6067 (TTY 711)
or email info@rtc.wa.gov.

Persons who do not speak or read English well may request language assistance, oral
interpretation and/or written translation, at no cost. Contact RTC at 564.397.6067 (TTY 711) or
email info@rtc.wa.gov.

American with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information

Individuals requiring reasonable accommodations may request written materials
in alternate formats, sign language interpreters, physical accessibility
accommodations, or other reasonable accommodations by contacting the ADA
Coordinator, Jennifer Campos at 546-397-5213 (TTY 711), with two days
advance notice.

Aviso del Titulo VI

RTC opera sus programas sin considerar raza, color y origen nacional, de acuerdo con las
leyes aplicables, incluyendo el Titulo VI de la Ley de Derechos Civiles de 1964 y los estatutos
relacionados. Para solicitar informacién adicional de los requisitos de no discriminacién de RTC
Titulo VI, o si cualquier persona cree que ha sido perjudicada por una practica discriminatoria
ilegal bajo el Titulo VI u otra ley aplicable y desearia presentar una reclamacion, péngase en
contacto con nosotros en el 564.397.6067 (TTY 711) o por correo electrénico a
info@rtc.wa.gov.

Las personas que no hablan o leen inglés bien pueden solicitar asistencia con el idioma,
interpretacion oral y/o traduccién escrita, sin costo alguno. Comuniquese con RTC al
564.397.6067 (TTY 711) o por correo electrénico a info@rtc.wa.gov.

Informacion sobre la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades (ADA)

Las personas que requieran adaptaciones razonables pueden solicitar materiales escritos en
formatos alternos, intérpretes de lenguaje de sefias, adaptaciones de accesibilidad fisica, u
otras adaptaciones razonables poniéndose en contacto con la Coordinadora de ADA, Jennifer
Campos al 546-397-5213 (TTY 711), avisando con dos dias de antelacion.

Pa3znen VI YBenomiienue

RTC npepoctaBnsieT y4actme B CBOMX NporpammMax He3aBMCUMO OT pachl, LIBETA KOXM U
HaLMOHAaNbHOIo NPOUCXOXOEHUS, B COOTBETCTBUN C NPUMEHMMbIMW 3aKOHaMK, BKIoYasi pasgen
VI 3akoHa o rpaxxgaHckmnx npasax 1964 roga v CBsA3aHHbIE C HUM 3aKOHOAATENbHbLIE aKThl.
UtoObl 3anpocnTh SONOMHMTENBHYIO MHopmauuio o TpeboBaHuax RTC no pasgeny VI o
3anpeTte ANCKpUMUHAaLMK, Uy nogath xanoby, ecnun kakoe-nmbo NUUOo cYnTaeT, YTO OHO
nocTpagano oT HeE3aKOHHOM ANCKPUMUHALMOHHOW NPaKTUKK, 3anpeLéHHon pasgenom VI nnm
OpYrMM NpUMEHUMbIM 3aKOHOAATENbCTBOM, CBSXKUTECH C HAaMK No TenedoHy 564.397.6067
(TTY 711) nnn anekTpoHHoM noyvteinfo@rtc.wa.gov.
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Jlnua, KoTopble NAOX0 rOBOPSAT UMM YUTAKOT NO-aHIIMNCKN, MOryT 6ecnnaTtHo 3anpocuUTb
NMOMOLLb YCTHOrO M NMMCbMEHHOro nepesogyuka. MNossoHute B RTC 564.397.6067 (TTY 711) nnn
oTnpasbTe coobLLeHne No an. nodte Ha agpec info@rtc.wa.gov.

Nudopmanus 06 aMepuKaHIax ¢ OrPAHMYEHHBIMHA BO3MOKHOCTAMH (ADA)
Nuua, koTopbIM TpebytoTCs pa3yMHble YCryru, MOryT 3anpocuTb MMCbMEHHbIE MaTepuans B
anbTepHaTUBHbIX dhopmatax, ycrnyrm cypaonepeBoaqmkoB, npucnocobnexHunsa ans obecnedyeHns
dhm3nyeckon 4OCTYNHOCTU N gpyrne pasymMHble yCnyru, CBA3aBLNCE C KoopanHaTopoMm ADA
IhbxeHHndep Kamnoc no tenedoHy 546-397-5213 (TTY 711) ¢ npeaBapuTenbHbIM
yBeJoOMMeHNeM 3a 2 OHS.

EREEA

IRIFERZERE (AF 1964 F£ (RIUEE) EAENHERZEN - RTC R, BREFEE NS
EREGSMAEZENTE - MERIMAX RTC %’/"{ﬁ#lﬁiﬁ“”ﬁﬁ?ﬁ’\]‘#—iﬁ =8 - SEWREAM
ANAREREAESEMERER FTREEEEANTAMRIAREHFERRBIR - ERE
564.397.6067 (XFE1E 711) BKARMNRZEBFHHZE info@rtc.wa.gov,
REBEAEATIURRIEKIESHE - FEN/SPEENF - 1528 564.397.6067 (XFEBIA 711
) RARZEEFHEZE info@rtc.wa.gov X% RTC,

EERKENEE (ADA) ER
FESHIRIEI N ARTLAEE 546-397-5213 (ZFHIE 711) BXR ADA #1185 Jennifer Campos
, ERPEMEEMREK. FEE. TESREREMSERRE, FHRRIMRBA,

Thong bao Tiéu dé VI

RTC diéu hanh cac chwong trinh ctia minh ma khéng phan biét chiing téc, mau da va ngudn
g6c qudc gia theo luat hién hanh, bao gém ca Bé Muc VI ctia Pao Luat Dan Quyén ndm 1964
va cac luat co lién quan. Dé yéu ciu thdng tin bb sung vé cac quy dinh khéng phan biét dbi xir
theo P& Muc VI ctia RTC hoac néu bat ky ngudi ndo cho rang minh bi ngwoc dai bdi hanh vi
phan biét dbi xr trai phap luat theo D& Muc VI hodc luat hién hanh khac va mudn ndp don than
phién, hay lién hé v&i ching t6i theo sb 564.397.6067 (TTY 711) hodc email info@rtc.wa.gov.
Nhirng ngudi khdng néi hodc doc Tiéng Anh trdi chay cé thé yéu cau dich vu hé tro ngdn ngi,
thdng dich va/hoéc bién dich mién phi. Hay lién hé véi RTC theo s 564.397.6067 (TTY 711)
hoac email info@rtc.wa.gov.

Théng tin vé DPao luat Nguoi khuyét tat Hoa Ky (ADA)

Nhirng ca nhan can hinh thirc hé tro hop ly cé thé yéu cau nhan cac van ban tai liéu & cac dinh
dang thay thé, dich vu théng dich ngdn ngi ky hiéu, hinh thirc hd tro tiép can vat ly hoac cac
hinh thirc hd tro hop ly khac bang cach lién hé véi Diéu Phéi Vien ADA la Jennifer Campos
theo sb 546-397-5213 (TTY 711), kém theo théng béo trwdc hai ngay.

RTP Amendment Guidance Process]| ii


mailto:info@rtc.wa.gov
mailto:info@rtc.wa.gov
mailto:info@rtc.wa.gov
mailto:info@rtc.wa.gov
mailto:info@rtc.wa.gov

Table of Contents

IR 141 4o o 11T 4o T o 1
THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN ..coiiiiitieeeeitie ettt ee e esiree e s e st e e s siaae e e s s anaee e s nnnes 1
Federal Regulations Regarding RTP Development, Update, and Amendment................... 2
Federal Planning FACLOrs .......uuii ittt ettt e et e e e e e s e e e seaaneeeenes 3
Washington Regulations Regarding RTP .........uuiviiiiiiiiciiiieeee e e e e e e 4
Development, Update, and AmMendmMENT......cccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 4
Washington Policy FrameEWOrK.........eeiiii i e e 5

Il. Regional Transportation Plan Amendment Process .......ccccciveeiiieniiinniiiininieecninenenensssenncenns 6
CORRECTIONS. ...ttt ettt ettt e ettt e e et e e e st e e e et e e e s abaeeeessbaaeessastaeeeesnsaeaeesssaneesanstaeeeennssnaens 6
Process for RTP COITECLIONS ..ccvuiiviieiiiieeiieeesiee et ettt e s iee e sbe e e sibe e e sabeeesabeesaaeesnnes 6
AMENDMENTS oo ettt e e e e e e e et ettt e e e e e e e e et ataa e e eeeeeeeaesnanneeeeeeeeessnnnnneees 7
Process for RTP AMENAMENTS ....eiviiiiiiiiiiiie et eriee ettt st e s ire st e sbe e e sae e s sareesaaeesanes 8
Timeline for RTP AMENAMENTS.......uuiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e s sare e e e e s aneee s 9

RTP Amendment Guidance Process| iii


file://///esxvm446/rtc/BOARDS_COMMITTEES/RTAC/2024/06-Jun2024/RTP%20Amendments%20Process%20Guidebook.docx%23_Toc168573190
file://///esxvm446/rtc/BOARDS_COMMITTEES/RTAC/2024/06-Jun2024/RTP%20Amendments%20Process%20Guidebook.docx%23_Toc168573193

|. Introduction

The current Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) was adopted by the RTC
Board of Directors in February 2024. The RTP is the foundational
document for transportation infrastructure, policy, and planning in Clark
County. Under the current Federal transportation act, the RTP must be
updated at least every five years. The State’s Growth Management Act
(GMA) requires that the RTP be reviewed for concurrency every two
years.

At this time the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation
Council (RTC) lacks a prescribed process for consideration of
amendments to the RTP made in between major update cycles
(currently Federal statute prescribes a 5-year interval between
RTP updates). The establishment of a process to revise the RTP
will help determine how to submit amendments to the RTP.

CLARK COUNTY This guidebook is intended to be a working document that can be
L SEEIRLIECEEORIATION ELA updated as needed. The guidebook describes how the RTC will
carry out the RTP amendment process; and it provides member
agencies' background information, policies, and procedures for
the development of the RTP. This will ensure continuity between
local and regional plans.

THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN

The Regional Transportation Plan for Clark County is the region’s long-
range transportation plan. The RTP is part of the required federal
metropolitan transportation planning process and Washington State’s
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) process. The
RTP is based on the land uses identified in the Comprehensive Growth
Management Plan for Clark County. The RTP offers a collective regional
strategy for developing a transportation system to provide mobility and
accessibility for person trips, as well as freight and goods movement.
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A roadmap for addressing the region’s transportation needs
over the next 20 years

Federal All Modes of Financially Updated Every
Requirement Transportation Constrained 5 Years

The RTP considers the region’s existing and future travel demands and
recommends policies, transportation strategies, and projects to meet
transportation needs. Transportation projects from state and local plans
are included in the RTP. Transportation projects and strategies must be
identified in the RTP before they can be programmed for funding in the
regional Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

Federal Regulations Regarding RTP Development, Update,
and Amendment

Federal requirements for preparing and updating the regional
transportation plan are included in 23 USC 134 and 23 CFR 450:

= The metropolitan planning organization (MPO) shall review and
update the transportation plan at least every five years.

= Updates are to confirm the transportation plan’s validity and
consistency with current and forecasted transportation and land use
conditions and trends and to extend the forecast period to at least a
20-year planning horizon.

=  The MPO may revise the transportation plan at any time using the
procedures in this section, without a requirement to extend the
horizon year. RTP updates and amendments should include a
review of fiscal constraint and allow for public outreach and
participation.
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The RTP updates and amendments shall be approved by the MPO.
Copies of any updated or revised transportation plans must be
provided to the FHWA and the FTA.

Federal Planning Factors

The federal requirements mentioned above orient transportation
funding for projects towards community-based outcomes, ensuring that
projects benefit the communities in which they are built and make the
most effective use of limited funds. The federal planning factors are:

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially
by enabling global competitiveness, productivity, and efficiency;

Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and
nonmotorized users;

Increase the security of the transportation system for motorized
and nonmotorized users;

Increase the accessibility and mobility options available to people
and for freight;

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy
conservation, and improve quality of life;

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation
system, across and between modes, for people and freight;

Promote efficient system management and operation;
Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system;

Improve the resiliency and reliability of the transportation system
and reduce or mitigate stormwater impacts of surface
transportation; and

Enhance travel and tourism.
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Washington Regulations Regarding RTP Development,
Update, and Amendment

The Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council (RTC) is the
state-designated Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO)
for the three-county region of Clark, Klickitat, and Skamania counties.
RTPOs were authorized as part of the 1990 Growth Management Act
(GMA) to ensure local and regional coordination of transportation plans.
Within RTC’s region only the urbanized portion of Clark County has to
fully comply with the Growth Management Act’s requirements; therefore,
RTC is only required to certify GMA plans developed in Clark County.

State requirements for preparing and updating the regional long-range
transportation plan are found in WAC 468-86 and RCW 47.80.
Washington State requirements for updating the transportation plan (per
RCW 47.80.030 (2) and (3)) are:

= The RTPO shall review the regional transportation plan at least
every two years for consistency with current conditions.

=  The RTPO must forward the adopted plan, along with
documentation of the biennial review, to WSDOT.

= Maintain consistency between the regional transportation plan and
countywide planning policies, local comprehensive plans, and the
state transportation plan.

= The transportation elements of comprehensive plans adopted by
Clark County and each city and town in the county will be consistent
with the RTP adopted by RTC, in accordance with the provisions of
Washington State's GMA. The RTP adopted by RTC will be
consistent with the land use elements of comprehensive plans
adopted by Clark County and the cities and towns within Clark
County and with state transportation plans.
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Washington Policy Framework

Within Washington, regional transportation plans are expected to be
consistent with the policy framework and objectives described in the
state transportation plan. The Washington Transportation Commission
published the Washington State Transportation Plan (WTP). The WTP is
based on the following six transportation policy goals established by the
legislature:

Economic Vitality: to promote and develop transportation systems
that stimulate, support, and enhance the movement of people and
goods to ensure a prosperous economy;

Preservation: to maintain, preserve, and extend the life and utility of
prior investments in transportation systems and services;

Safety: to provide for and improve the safety and security of
transportation customers and the transportation system;

Mobility: to improve the predictable movement of goods and people
throughout Washington State;

Health and the Environment: to enhance Washington’s quality of
life through transportation investments that promote energy
conservation, enhance healthy communities, and protect the
environment; and

Stewardship: to continuously improve the quality, effectiveness,
and efficiency of the transportation system.
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ll. Regional Transportation Plan
Amendment Process

The RTC Board adopted the first RTP for Clark County in December
1982. Since then the RTP has been updated every five years. Updates
are to confirm the transportation plan’s validity and consistency with
current and forecasted transportation and land use conditions and trends
and to extend the forecast period to at least a 20-year planning horizon.
Updates require public review and comment, a 20-year horizon year,
demonstration of fiscal constraint, and a conformity determination.

Occasionally projects or assumptions made in the RTP will change to
reflect the adjusted priorities and needs of the region. The establishment
of a formal process to address requests to amend the RTP outlines the
amendment process and the approximate time needed to carry out and
complete adoption of RTP amendments.

Given the process steps that must be followed before the RTP can
be amended, transportation agencies and local jurisdictions should
not take RTP amendments lightly; and whenever possible,
transportation projects and action strategies should be identified in
the regular update to the RTP, which must be carried out at least
every five years.

RTC will consider two general types of amendments requests:
Corrections and Amendments.

CORRECTIONS

Corrections are modifications that do not require public review and
comment or approval by the RTC Board. Corrections can be initiated by
RTC staff or local agencies. These modifications include:

= Minor text changes or error corrections within the document (i.e.,
spelling error, incorrect year, or project title).

Process for RTP Corrections

= When corrections are discovered by local agencies, they are to
submit the proposed corrections via email to RTC staff. Corrections
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will be considered yearly in the spring. The request should provide
sufficient detail to understand the requested change and reason for
change.

RTC staff review the request, document the correction, and
coordinate with sponsoring agency representatives — planners,
engineers, and/or elected officials on proposed RTP corrections(s).

RTC Executive Director approves correction.

RTP document is edited with corrections and document is uploaded
to RTP webpage.

AMENDMENTS

Amendments are considered a major revision to the RTP, require public
review and comment, and redemonstration of fiscal constraint.
Amendments include:

Requests from the Washington State Legislature, WSDOT and/or
other state agencies that require an amendment to the RTP for
specific projects or the phasing of existing projects.

Local requests from cities or county involving transportation projects
that are either partially or fully funded; these may result from
Transportation System Plan, Capital Facilities Plan, or TIP updates.
Examples include adding or deleting a transportation project; major
changes in transportation project/project phase costs (e.g., having
to remove or postpone a named project to accommodate higher
costs); initiation dates (e.g., when the expected opening day of
operation changes from short-term to long-term or vice versa);
and/or changes to design concept and scope (e.g., changing project
locations or the number of through traffic lanes).

Requests from transit agency to align transit plans and the RTP.

Request from a Port District or other agency to align with their long-
range plans.

Amendments resulting from environmental impact statements (EIS)
that make specific recommendations that change the RTP project
listing or phasing.
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Process for RTP Amendments

The process outlined on this section proposes that in the five-year
window between major RTP updates, there will be one amendment to the
RTP. This amendment will occur approximately two years after the
adoption of the RTP update.

RTC staff will initiate the process with a call for amendments and
provide a time period for when amendments need to be submitted.
All amendments must be consistent with agencies adopted long-
range transportation plans (comprehensive plan, transit
development plan, etc.)

To initiate this process, RTC will solicit potential RTP amendments
from local agencies.

Agencies then submit a formal request to RTC staff via email to
amend the current RTP. The request should provide sufficient detall
to understand the requested change and reason for change.

RTC staff will then review proposal and coordinate with sponsoring
agency representatives — planners, engineers, and/or elected
officials -- on proposed RTP amendment(s) and confirm whether
projects are part of the Designated Regional Transportation System
or the local transportation system; and they will identify which goal
from the RTP it pertains to.

RTC staff validate that proposed changes to transportation projects
come from transportation system plans, capital improvement plans,
transit development plans, port plans, or a WSDOT regional 10-
year plan.

RTC staff conduct financial constraint analysis.

The RTP document is posted on the RTP webpage and issues
notification of RTP amendment changes, including any tables,
spreadsheets, and maps.

RTC staff coordinate with local agency regarding stakeholder and
public outreach on the proposed RTP amendment(s), and document
processes already conducted.

Once the RTP amendment is included in the draft RTP document
and posted on the RTP webpage, a minimum 45-day public
comment period commences.
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= During the public comment period, RTAC reviews proposed
amendments and makes a recommendation to RTP Board.

= RTC Board considers adoption of RTP amendment after reviewing
RTAC’s recommendation.

=  RTC staff submits RTP amended document to WSDOT
headquarters, Federal Highway Administration, and Federal Transit
Administration.

Timeline for RTP Amendments

The timeline to conduct the procedures outlined in the process section
above could take approximately six to nine months to complete given the
need to meet fiscal constraint and public participation requirements.

RTC staff review Financial Public Outreach RTAC and RTC WSDOT/
and validate constraint Board FHWA/FTA

request analysis Review submittal
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